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On Monday we conducted our 2023 Leadership assembly where 

we announced our 2023 team of student leaders.  

 

I am pleased to announce our student leadership team for 2023: 

 

School Captain: Kayleigh Thomson 

School Captain: Samar Sahni 

 

SRC Captains 

Anastasia Bozinoska, Georgia McLeish, Hephzibah Jinil, Indiana 

McCracken-Halloran, Kailey Child, Kashif Mueen, Namish 

Sehrawat and Willow Waters. 

 

House Captain – Botanic: Abigail Chaffey 

House Captain – Botanic: Nicholas Barattini 

House Captain – Creekwood: Mae Mulholland 

House Captain – Creekwood: Lucas Kirkham 

House Captain – Parkway: Zahara Khalaf 

House Captain – Parkway: Jappnam Singh 

House Captain – Waterford: Aaliyah Alwan 

House Captain – Waterford: Darcy Hansch 

 

As part of our selection process, students were requested to write 

their thoughts and ideas about leadership at PLPS. We received 

applications from nearly half of the year 6 cohort. 

Congratulations to all the students who submitted an application. 

The time, effort and commitment were much appreciated.  

Although not all applicants could be successful in receiving a 

formal position, all senior students have a key role to play in 

setting the tone and providing role models to our younger 

students. Congratulations to our student leaders and I look 

forward to working with you all during 2023. 

 

Today our students have started their three-week Cultural Dance 

Program with the Footsteps Dance Company. The program has 

been organised after suggestions from our students as one way 

to recognize and celebrate Harmony Week. Students from all 

year levels will participate in the program each week, learning 

dances form a variety of different cultures. The final week will 

coincide with Harmony Week.   

 

One of our whole school events taking place later this term is our 

FUN RUN, which is our house cross-country running event. 

Information about this event has been posted on Compass and 

we thank all the families and students who have created their 

online profiles for the fundraising component and be able to 

qualify for the prizes on offer.  If you have any questions or 

would like any assistance with this process, please call the school 

office. All students from Prep to Year 6 will represent their house 

at this event as they compete for the PLPS House Cross-Country 

shield. The FUN RUN is scheduled for Tuesday, March 21st.  

To help our students prepare for this event, Mr Seton & Mr Vann 

have organised time before school on Monday and Tuesday to 

conduct the Runners’ Club. The Runners club involves running 

and fitness training with Mr Vann and Mr Seton. Students can 

meet at 8.20am in the gym and training will conclude at 8:45am. 

Parents are invited to get involved and bring along their runners 

and join in our runners club. Thank you to our staff for their 

continued commitment to supporting our students. 

As outlined in our last newsletter, our students in years 3 and 5 

will begin the National Assessment Program – Literacy and 

Numeracy (NAPLAN) next week. Our students will participate in 

tests in reading, writing, language conventions (spelling, grammar 

and punctuation) and numeracy on the following dates: 

 

• Wednesday, March 15th - Writing 

• Friday, March 17th - Reading  

• Monday, March 20th - Language conventions 

• Wednesday, March 22nd - Numeracy 

 

Last Wednesday, March 1st, nominations closed for positions on 

our 2023 School Council. I am pleased to announce the parents 

who will serve our school community as parent representatives on 

School Council this year. Our elected parent representatives and 

community members are: Amy Mackenzie, Lisa Fry, Samantha 

Scott, Adriana Fitzgerald, Nicole McIntyre, Stephanie Webel and 

Amanda Loftus. 

 

The staff representatives who will join me as our school 

representatives are: Matthew Lee, Margaret Krstevski, Steven 

Runting and Katrina Ross. 

 

There is one parent vacancy still available. Please contact our 

school office if you would be interested in contributing to our 

school community and filling this vacancy on our School Council. 

 

I would like to welcome our new councillors and look forward to 

their contributions as we continue to provide our students with 

an engaging education. Our first meeting of the new school 

council will be Monday, March 20th at 6pm. 

 

A sincere thank you to Alana Gilholm-Webster, Briony Hewitt and 

JD Albrecht for their time and service provided to our school 

community during their time on school council. 

 

A reminder that Monday, March 13th is the Labour Day public 

holiday.    
 
 
Kerrie Kingston-Gains  
Principal 

Principal’s Report 



Admin News 
   

DIARY DATES 
 

 

Friday 10th February - Friday  24th March: Summer Interschool Sports  
 

Monday 13th March: Labour Day Public Holiday 
 

Tuesday 21st March: School Fun Run 
 

Monday 27th March - Thursday 30th March: Year 5 Sovereign Hill Camp 

 
IMPORTANT MESSAGE 

Sharing of food 
 
Sharing of food items is NOT permitted at PLPS, due to 
reasons associated with health, safety and family beliefs 

and choice.  Food cannot be distributed to other       
students: this includes food items to celebrate        

birthdays. Non-food items can be shared for birthdays, 
if so desired. 

 
When food items are being used within the teaching 

and learning programs at school, communications will 
be posted on Compass to parents and carers outlining 

the food items being used.  Parents will have the option 
to discuss implications for their child or opt out of 

these activities. 

 

 

Hats 
 

Hats are part of our 
school uniform in Term 1. 

 
It is strongly 

recommended that all 
students have their hats 

on when they play at 
recess and lunch time out 

in the yard.  
 

Please remember to label 
your hats too! 

 

 

 

ICY POLE FRIDAY 
 

    We will be selling           
lemonade icy poles at      
lunch time on Fridays       

during term 1   
 

Icy poles are $1.40 each and 
can be purchased from the 

Canteen. 



21st March 

 

Canteen News 
 

The last day for Canteen for 
Term 1 will be: 

 Thursday 6th April. 
 
  

The first day for canteen for 
Term 2 will be:  

Thursday 27th April. 

 
 

 

LATE ARRIVALS 
 

 

Every student arriving after  

the 9am bell must come to  

the school office to collect a  

Late Pass to take to their  

teacher. 

 

If students do not collect a  

late pass, parents  

will receive a text message    

at 11:30am advising of  

their child’s absence. 

 
Staff Carpark 

 
Our school carpark is for staff parking 
between 8.30am and 3.45pm on school 
days by order of the School Council. 

 
During these times parents are not  

 permitted to park in the school car-
park.  

 
The carpark is not permitted for use 
for dropping off and picking up stu-

dents or for leaving your car unattend-
ed while  

collecting your children.  
 

This is to ensure the safety of all  
students in the school.  

 

Thank you 



 
Attention Parents/

Guardians 
 

Please be aware of the   
parking restrictions on 
both Shearwater Drive 

and Everly Circuit. 
 

The Cardinia Council    
enforces the parking       

restrictions and regularly 
monitors the parking 

zones and areas around 
the school. 

 

 

Parking Around the School 
 

Street parking is available along  
Shearwater Drive and Everly Circuit.  

 
Please be courteous to our surrounding residents, when parking, 

dropping or collecting students from school - obey parking 
signs, do not park in or over driveways.  

We ask that you leave enough time to drop off and pick up      
children in a safe and legal manner. 



This term, the year two students took part in a 
unit focussing on the properties of everyday 
objects and how substances can be mixed and 
change when combined with other materials. 

They made sherbet and jelly, observed the making 
of ‘Elephant’s Toothpaste’, took part in ‘Crazy 

Currants’ and even made playdough!

The students loved learning in a hands on way and 
displayed curiosity throughout the unit!

Science in Year 2!



Elephant’s Toothpaste was 

very fun because it 

exploded everywhere!
Kehara

Crazy Currants was my 

favourite experiment 

because the currants went 

crazy.

Dean P

Elephant’s Toothpaste was 

my favourite experiment 

because I like that it turned 

blue.
Scarlett S

I learned that some 

liquids can freeze into 

solids.

Freya 

My favourite experiment was 

making jelly because it was 

cool to see it change colour 

when the crystals melted!

Evie B

I loved making the jelly 

because it was squishy.

Tav

I loved the Crazy 

Currants because it was 

funny that they are 

dancing.

Edward

Not everything explodes 

when you mix it 

together!

Naomi

I was surprised that the 

Elephant’s Toothpaste 

created a gas.

Lucas

Elephant’s Toothpaste was 

my favourite experiment 

because it overflowed with 

bubbles!
Liam T



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund Applications 
 

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, 
camps and sporting activities. 
 
If you have a valid means-tested concession card, such as a Veterans Affairs Gold Card,           
Centrelink Health Care Card or Pensioner Concession Card, or are a temporary foster parent, 
you may be eligible. There is also a special consideration category for asylum seeker and refu-
gee families. 
 
Payment amounts for 2023 are $125 for eligible primary school students.  Payments are made   
direct to the school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions and sporting activities 
for the benefit of your child. 
 
It is important that funding made available in 2023 supports students to participate in school 
trips, camps and sporting activities this year rather than being held for future years. This funding 
can also be used in conjunction with any funding accrued from previous years.  
 
If you applied for CSEF through our school last year, you do not need to complete an application 
form this year, unless there has been a change in your family circumstances. 
 
If you are new to our school this year or if you would like to apply for the first time, please      
complete an application form and return it to our school office as soon as possible.  Applications 
for the CSEF program for 2023 close on 23rd June 2023. 
 
You can also download the form, and find out more about the program and eligibility, on the      
Department of Education and Training’s Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund web page -        
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund/resources. 
 
Check with our school office if you are unsure, and please return completed forms to the school 
office as soon as possible. 
 
Kind Regards 

 
Kerrie Kingston-Gains 
Principal 
 

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund/resources























